 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
DEVELOPING GENERALIZATIONS WITH SPECIFIC DETAILS
Instructions:
Each of the following generalizations is followed by four sentences.  Only one develops the generalization.  Of the other three choices, one is irrelevant, one contradicts the generalization, and one essentially repeats the generalization (which means it is another generalization).  Your task is to indicate the relationship–or lack of relationship–each choice has to the generalization.

Place the letter which identifies the relationship of a sentence to the generalization after each sentence.

A.  This sentence is a specific detail which supports the generalization.



B.  This sentence is another generalization.



C.  This sentence contradicts the generalization.



D.  This sentence is irrelevant to the generalization.
Sample Generalization:  The Core Curriculum at Brooklyn College needs to be revised.

1.  The Core Curriculum takes up too many credits; of the 120 credits required for graduation, over 30 are gobbled up by required Core Studies courses.  A
2.  The Core Curriculum has received national attention and should not be touched.  C
3.  Students are unhappy about the Core Curriculum and their protests should be listened to.  B
4.  In my Core Studies 6 class, we read Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye, Ibsen’s Hedda Gabler, and Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre.  D
Now try the sentences below.  

I.  More parking spaces should be provided for students in the Brooklyn College parking lot.
1.  Students need more parking spaces than the college now provides.  

2.  It is unconscionable that tuition keeps going up in CUNY; many students are being prevented from going to college because of the high cost; tuition should be free again and any high school graduate who applies should be admitted..

3.  The few parking spaces allocated to students fill up quickly, so that students who have later classes have to circle nearby streets looking for spaces; often they are late for class or have to run out of class to put money in a meter.

4.  Faculty and staff are permanent members of Brooklyn College whereas students come and go; because faculty and staff enable the college to function, all the parking spaces should be reserved for them.

II.  The Brooklyn College Library should be open longer hours.

1.  The Brooklyn College Library has a beautiful new building with over 400 computers.  

2.  Keeping the Library open would be very costly, and this is a time of severe budget cuts in City University.

3.  I believe students need more time in the library.

 4. The library should open at 7:30 am for students who have 8 am and 9 am classes.

III.  Swimming is one sport that enhances almost everyone’s fitness.

1.  Swimming is an Olympic sport.


2.  It exercises almost all the muscles without straining them.


3.  With swimming, there is always the danger of drowning.


4.  Everyone should swim two or three times a week to stay in good shape.

IV.  The park isn’t old, but it is getting dilapidated.
1.  Grass pushes through the sidewalk in some places and there’s graffiti on the handball courts.

2.  The benches are newly painted, and missing slats on the bleachers have been replaced.


3.  What is happening to the park is that it is deteriorating.


4.  Every morning he jogs through the park with his Irish setter, Galway.

V.  My grandmother is the most unforgettable person I have ever known.

1.  She never learned to speak English.


2.  Everyone who has ever met my grandmother remembers her.


3.  She has a bland personality.


4.  She attends mass every morning, is active in the pro-choice movement, and loves Kiss.

VI.  Nothing is more frustrating than being broke.

1.  No, being broke is not to be recommended.

2.  Your friends are going to see the latest blockbuster movie, and you’re sitting home watching re-runs of I Love Lucy.

3.  One of the advantages of living in New York City is all the free activities that are available, usually within walking distance.

4.  Every year the American Kennel Association holds a dog show in New York City.

VII.  Cats make better pets than dogs do for most people, because of their busy schedules.

1.  Cats are neither friendly nor fun to play with.

2.  Cats don’t have to be walked, and they can be left alone for much longer, even for a weekend.


3.  Given the pressures of our society, most people choose cats, rather than dogs, as pets.


4.  Parrots make wonderful pets too.

VIII.  It was easy to tell the experienced workers from the inexperienced ones by their clothing.

1.  Farm work is very difficult physically and unpredictable financially.


2.  You could tell the veterans from the rookies by the way they dressed.


3.  All the applicants for jobs as farm hands looked alike, down to the shoes they wore.

4.  The knowledgeable ones covered their heads with scarves to keep the dust out of their hair.

IX.  Choosing text books for public school systems involves many considerations.


1.  How hard can it be to choose textbooks?  They all say the same thing, basically.

2.  Textbooks must be factually accurate, have intellectual merit, and be politically correct.

3.  The process for choosing text books for public schools is demanding and complex.

4.  My English class does not have a handbook.

X.  Astrology is one way of knowing the future.
1.  Using astrology, Nostradamus predicted the Great Fire of London, the French Revolution, and the rise of Russia after World War II.

2.  Astrology is a pseudo-science.

3.  People turn to astrology because it foretells what’s going to happen.


4.  Because she was born on September 2, her astrological sign is Virgo.

XI.  Many words start out as slang and pass into standard use.


1.  Language changes all the time, and the unacceptable may become acceptable.


2.  Have you noticed that you very seldom hear the word ain’t any more?


3.  Slang is slang and correct usage is correct usage; that fact never changes.


4.  Take, for example, dwindle, flout, freshman, glib, tidy, and tantrums.
XII.  Hollywood movies generally present a negative picture of the American Indian.


1. Cold-blooded and ruthless, Indians surround a wagon train and slaughter everyone.


2.  The Trail of Tears is a sad episode in American history.


3.  Many Americans distrust the American Indian because of Westerns.

4.  There is no question that movies present the American Indian as a victim of the white man’s greed and racism.

