 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
AGREEMENT OF PRONOUN AND ANTECEDENT

DEFINITION:

    THE WORD A PRONOUN REFERS TO IS ITS ANTECEDENT.

Examples:

    The boy lost his books.

    The reason that the sisters left early was that they were bored.

    The dog has a mind of its own.

RULE 1:  A PRONOUN AGREES WITH ITS ANTECEDENT IN NUMBER.

     1.  a.  An actor during early rehearsals often forgets their lines.

          b.  An actor during early rehearsals often forgets their lines.

     2.  a.  A person needs to see their dentist twice a year.

         b.  A person needs to see their dentist twice a year.

     3.  a.  Everyone wanted to know their grade on the midterm.

         b.  Everyone wanted to know their grade on the midterm

     4.  a.  The children have not been disillusioned by their disappointments.

          b.  The children have not been disillusioned by their disappointments.

     5.  a.  Leon and Roger have regained their confidence.

          b.  Leon and Roger have regained their confidence.

RULE 2: WHEN TWO ANTECEDENTS ARE JOINED BY OR or NOR, THE PRONOUN AGREES          WITH THE CLOSER ANTECEDENT.

     6.  a.  Neither the package nor the letters reached its destination.

          b.  Neither the package nor the letters reached its destination.

     7.  a.  Neither the letters nor the package reached its destination.

         b.  Neither the letters nor the package reached its destination.

     8.  a.  The mayor or the governor left their notes on the table.

         b.  The mayor or the governor left their notes on the table.

RULE 3:  PRONOUNS REFERRING TO COLLECTIVE NOUNS ARE SINGULAR IF THE GROUP 
   IS ACTING AS ONE, PLURAL IF ITS MEMBERS ARE ACTING INDIVIDUALLY.

       9.  a.  The band is choosing their own music.

            b.  The band is choosing their own music.

     10.  a.  The class do not agree on methods, but they are working for the same goals.

            b.  The class do not agree on methods, but they are working for the same goals.

     11.  a.  The student government voted themselves a raise.

            b.  The student government voted themselves a raise.

