
Booklist and Syllabus for Literature and Film: Core Curriculum 3104 F9 (# 44805)
Fall 2014, Lilia Melani

Books

Brontë, Emily.  (1818-1848).  Wuthering Heights (1847).  Signet, 0451531795
Shakespeare.  (1564-1616).  Hamlet. (1600-1601). Signet, 0451526929. 
Course packet (CP).  Short stories included in the course packet:
     DuMaupassant, Guy.  (1859-1893).  “Ball of Fat” (1880).
     Haycox, Ernest.  (1899-1950).  “Last Stage to Lordsburg” (1937).
     Proulx, Annie.  (1935-    ).  “Brokeback Mountain” (1997).
     Woolrich, Cornell.  (1903-1968).   “It Had to Be Murder” (1942).

The course packet (CP) can be purchased at Far Better Copy at the corner of Hillel Place and Campus
Road.

Films (shown in class)

Abismos de Pasión, 1953.  Director: Luis Buñuel (1900-1983), 90 minutes.
Hamlet, 1948.  Director: Laurence Olivier (1907-1989), 153 minutes.
Hamlet, 2000.  Director: Michael Almereyda (1960-    ), 135 minutes.
Rear Window, 1954.  Director: Alfred Hitchcock (1899-1980), 112 minutes. 
Stagecoach, 1939.  Director: John Ford (1894-1973), 96 minutes.
Wuthering Heights, 1939.  Director: William Wyler (1902-1981), 103 minutes.

Literary Texts and Films for Paper

Proulx, Annie.  (1935-    ).  “Brokeback Mountain” (1997).
       Brokeback Mountain, 2005.  Director: Ang Lee (1954-   ), 134 minutes.
Satrapi, Marjane. (1969-    ).  Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood.  (2000).
      Persepolis, 2007.  Directors: Marjane Satrapi and Vincent Paronnaud (1970-    ), 95 minutes.

Syllabus (class is 150 minutes)

Class 1:  F, Aug. 29 Introduction

Class 2:  F, Sept. 5 Introduction (continued)
     Hamlet (play), Acts I-III
 Sikov, “Representation and Reality” (CP)

Class 3:  F, Sept. 12 Hamlet (play), Acts IV-V
Hamlet (film), Olivier
Desmond & Hawks, “The Play” (CP)

Class 4:  F, Sept. 19 Hamlet (film), Olivier

Class 5: T, Sept. 23 Hamlet (film), Almereyda

Class 6:  F, Oct. 10 “Ball of Fat” (short story, CP)
                 “Last Stage to Lordsburg” (CP)

Desmond & Hawks, “The Short Story” (CP)

Class 7:  F, Oct. 17 Stagecoach (film), Ford
     Giannetti, “Mise en Scène” (CP)



Class 8:  F, Oct. 24  Midterm (1 hour, 15 minutes)
    Wuthering Heights (novel), pp.  1-87,  Ch. 1-9  

Class 9:  F, Oct. 31 Wuthering Heights (novel), pp.  87- 252, Ch. 10-26

Class 10: F, Nov. 7 Wuthering Heights (novel), pp.  253-322 ,  Ch. 27-34
 Wuthering Heights (film), Wyler

Desmond & Hawks, “The Novel” (CP)
Sikov, “Mise-en-Scene: Within the Image” (CP)

Class 11: F, Nov. 14 Wuthering Heights (film), Wyler

Class 12: F, Nov. 21 Abismos de Pasión (film),  Buñuel 
                L Paper due (minimum: 800 words) 7 

Class 13: F, Dec. 5 “It Had to Be Murder” (short story, CP)
Rear Window (film), Hitchcock

Class 14: F, Dec. 12 Rear Window (film), Hitchcock

8:00 - 10:00
F, Dec. 19     Final exam     

Office Hours: Friday, 9:00 - 9:20, 12:20 - 1:00
  And by appointment

                       2305B, 718-951-5207 (office), 718-951-3575 (leave message)

E-mail: lmelani@live.com

Webpage:  http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/english/melani/film-and-lit/index.html



POLICIES AND REQUIREMENTS  

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

     You will write one paper (minimum length: 800 words).  You may revise a paper and resubmit it; the original
paper must be attached to the revision, even if you choose a different topic and write a new paper. If the grade
for the revised paper is higher, I will use that grade in computing the course grade. If the grade is lower (an
unlikely possibility), I will use the original grade in computing your course grade.
      You will take a midterm and a final.  Both use an essay format.
      Finally,  you will be assigned to a Blackboard group of 5-6 students and will write a weekly response to that
week’s reading or movie as well as a response to the posting of one other person in your group.  There will be
12 postings. The postings will not be graded, but failing to fulfill this requirement will lower your course grade.
You may skip two assignments without this penalty.

E-MAIL REQUIREMENT

     Please give me an e-mail address that you really use and check regularly.  Sometimes I e-mail the class or
individual students with information about the course.  You are responsible for the information in such e-mails.
If you do not have a computer with Internet access at home, you may use the computers in the Web Building, in
the Library, or in the Library Cafe in Whitehead.

ATTENDANCE

     You are expected to be on time and to return after the 10 minute break.  Being late two times or not returning
after the break will equal one absence.  Students with more than 2 absences will fail the course. If problems or
emergencies come up which affect your attendance, please speak to me or e-mail me, preferably in advance if
you can,  so that we can work out a solution.  For an absence to be excused, you must provide documentation.

FINAL COURSE GRADE

     The grades for the midterm, the paper, and the final count equally, with one exception; a student whose
midterm and final grades are significantly lower than the grade of the paper will receive a course grade based
on the tests only.  Class participation is also considered.  (This class is an open forum, so the more you
participate, the more varied the discussion and insights and the more valuable the course will be.) 
     Any student who does not hand in the paper and/or who does not take both the midterm and the final will fail
the course.  If one of the weekly responses is not submitted and accepted, the final grade will be lowered one
level, e.g., from A to A- or C+ to C.  If two weekly responses are not submitted, the final grade will be lowered
two levels; if three or more responses are not submitted and accepted, the student will fail the course.  You have
two “free” response blog entries, that is, you may skip two weeks’ blog assignments without a penalty.

COURSE GOALS

The goals of this course are
     . to enhance students’ enjoyment in reading fiction and watching films,
     . to augment students' critical reading and film-watching skills, which will be demonstrated in a paper, tests

group postings, and in-class discussion,
     . to increase their understanding of the assigned fiction and films,
     . to read the assigned texts and view the assigned films with some knowledge of the values and practices of

the writers’ and film-makers’ time, when these differ from our own,
     . to become familiar with both literary and cinematic resources and techniques and how films and literary texts

differ.

Please turn off your cell phone, as a courtesy to your fellow students and to me. If an emergency requires you
to keep your phone on, please set it on vibrate and leave the room to answer it.  Thank you..


