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WRITE EACH ANSWER directly UNDER THE RESPECTIVE QUESTION
1. In Dante’s first lines  the “dark forest” is a symbol of what?


2. Give a clear example of “contrappasso.”


3. The Limbo hosts the souls of great men (all men) who died without baptism. Which one of these would you save and send to Paradiso. What is the reason of your choice?


4. “Ignavi” or “indifferent” couldn’t care less about the big moral issue of their times. Name one big issue of our times. Who are the “ignavi” of our time, with respect to this (not an individual but the kind of people who behave in a certain way)?


5. Above the door of Inferno a sign warns the souls who are about to enter. What does it say?


6. How serious a sin is Lust in Dante’s eyes? What could be   Dante’s reason for this ranking?


7. In Inferno, Gluttons next to the Lustful, indicating similar severity of the sin, probably because in Dante’s mind....


8. Why is Dante’s friend Guido Cavalcanti in Inferno? 

9. The Eight Circle of Inferno (Malebolge) is reserved for those whose sins are more a sickness of the soul than of the mind or the body. What are some of these sins?

10. What do the sins of Malebolge have in common.
11. In canto 26, Ulysses talks about his decision to pursue knowledge at all cost and defy god’s and nature’s orders. Is this the reason why he is in Inferno?


12. Ugolino is most famous in Italian lore for the horrendous crime he committed when he was imprisoned with his children. What did he do?


13. In the course of lecture I compared Lucifer’s condition to the destiny of Osama bin Laden. What kind of parallel did I draw? 
Part 2
1. INFERNO the film. Choose a sin or sinner and explain how the film portrays that sin.


2. In Dante’s cosmology, what city is the center of the world? What is under that city?

3. What does Purgatorio look like from afar?


4.  “How did I get here?”  How did Dante get there – what vagaries of life brought him to the Dark Forest of his life?

5. To what extent is Dante associated with the Italian language?

6. The figurative art (painting) of the Middle Ages represents Jesus and other religious images as merely symbols of authority and divinity, distant and solemn. What kind of change takes place with the Renaissance in their representation. 

7. Why does Dante put Ulysses in Inferno? What was his sin?


8. The Canto di Ulisse is considered one of the highest points of the Divina Commedia because it represents the eternal conflict between REASON (trying to achieve knowledge) and MORALITY (do not go beyond a certain point.) In our society we are facing these kinds of moral dilemmas all the time. Can you mention at least one?

9. We consider the acts of terrorists who hit and kill innocent people “immoral,” but we are perfectly OK with drones and missiles launched from thousands of miles away that also hit and kill innocent people. 
Those of us who don’t take a position either way on this issue,  do we deserve to end up in the circle of the Ignavi?

10. Mention the sin that Dante left out but that in your view should be listed. Which one of the punishments of Dante’s Inferno would you choose for it. 
