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1. RENAME THE FILENAME. Write your last name, dot, due date

EXAMPLE:     March26.doc   →   carasi.March26.doc
(In the example I used “carasi” because it is MY last name. You use yours.)
a. Use only .doc, .docx, or .rtf as format

b. Do not use Apple  .pages  format. 
c. No cloud-shared documents.
d. No ZIP

e. Attach your assignment to an email with the following subject:

2. EMAIL SUBJECT : Assignment  DUE DATE
Use the instructions above as a check list after you finish you work.
=============================================================

Style : Full, grammatical sentences with appropriate punctuation and spelling. 
=============================================================

ALL assignments are DUE before class. NO credit for late work.
DON’T USE RED INK. TYPE BOLD under each respective question
TASK 1

Scroll down to the list of possible questions for the quiz on Son of Italy.
I also attached a list of references to pages with relevant material (my own notes).

Your answer here

TASK 2    Watch the video The Way They Lived.
Choose two or max three photos that had the greatest impact on you. Describe summarily the photo so that I can recognize what you are discussing. If possible, focus on a small detail INSIDE each photo – what does that tell you? How does it emphasize or summarize the entire ‘message’ of the photo?
Your answer here

Name _________________    DUE DATE___________________________

SON OF ITALY
1. What is the VERY first memory Pascal recalls in his book?


2. Thunderstorm, dogs, lightening: these are the elements of a scary story. Summarize it briefly.


3. The town people believe the “old hag” who goes around begging for food is a _____________ .


4. Pascal and his friends devise a method to test if the scary woman is really some kind of evil creature: what do they try to do?


5. Then, they decide to CURE her from her condition. What is the CURE?


6. Give one or two CLEAR AND CONCISE details that describe Pascal’s family’s poverty. 


7. The old beggar is accused of a terrible crime and chased out of town. What crime? 


8. Why did she commit that crime (according to what people believed)? Be clear.


9. Where does Pascal run into her while they are alone? 


10. What kind of exchange takes place? 


11. What is the end of story for the old beggar? 


12. What is the REAL reason why Pascal’s father decided to go to America? (Skip the “dream” and “opportunity” rhetoric.) 


13. Mention one detail of the journey across the Atlantic that illustrates their condition.


14. Why is the Statue of Liberty NOT mentioned in his memoirs? After all it is the obligatory reference of every immigrant story in those days.


15. Once in NY, why does Pascal think Americans are very religious?


16. While riding the subway, Pascal sees two persons doing and odd thing and he thinks it is a disease. What is the odd behavior, and what are they doing in reality? 


17. What is the new fruit he discovers in America?


18. What kind of jobs does he find, with his gang?


19. What is the story with the EGGS and the AX?


20. How does Pascal explain the reason why he writes poetry?*


21. While in NY, what happens to Matteo and his money? 


22. What causes his gang to break up? 


23. What does Pascal’s father decide to do after the break up? 


24. What kind of injury does Pascal suffer while pushing a wheel barrow? 


25. Pascal’s injury is a clear and direct reference to a specific Christian iconographic tradition. Can you elaborate? (Not required – you are not expected to know details of Christianity, but if you do, can you also discuss what the similarity may suggest?)


26. Where was SHADY SIDE? 


27. Mention THREE sites in NEW YORK CITY (streets, neighborhoods, landmarks) that appear in the book.


28. What is the first musical instrument Pascal tried to learn? 


29. Does Pascal have a natural talent for music? 


30. What happens to the violin he tried to play?


31.  How supportive are his co-workers when he tries to learn English? 


32.  Honor code: how many of the strange words listed by Pascal did you recognize? List them here. (None? It’s pretty much average).


33. What is the tone of the letter he write in order to get his first poem published?


34. To which magazine did he send the letter? 


35. Which magazine published his first poem? 




Notes 

14 Seers and poets  

17 INTRODACQUA

19 Storm

25 Happy (?)

27 Superstition

28 The witch

31 Superstition

33 BIDENTO

34/35 Topos, big trees and sabba

36 Needle and vampire

39 Village revenge

41/42 Pain

47 Decide to emigrate

48 Previously no escape

52 Losing someone for ever

60 Chewing gum

61 Everything big

62 Ace of hearts

63 Complex political thoughts

64 CONRADINO? Corradino

66 BANANAS

67 Truck with horses

67/68 Dumped out of the truck - metaphor/foreshadowing/edgy (Can be dumped anytime)

72 POETRY

74 I realized the city/ things bigger than NY in my dreams

75 shady side

67 foreshadowing/ broadening of perspective

75 aristocrats

80 lovely repulsive

84 BANANA 3 x 1c

86 theft $60

88 Eliz street police station

91 Negroes in the south

100 Could this be true?

103 Pigs in sty / commissary system

104 All this in America

105 Incident (typo? guy - guide?)

106 Wonderful perilous land /masochism? challenge

107 Hope dreams, darkeness light

108 WET TIES ( Levi) 

http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/modlang/carasi/articles/Levi1.html 

112 That was his job

113 Foreman wheel barrow

119 Better at home

121 Nail in hand - crucifixion

126 What could I do?

128 Gang together again

129 IT theater bowery

135 Big words

135 Stars unseen worlds around them

137 Super romantic sensibility

144 Shelley - burned all his writings (do not believe it)

146 O with table glass /// poem like

148 Belongs to NY

156 "I had faith in myself. Without realizing it, I had learned the greatest lesson of America: I had learned to have faith in the future. No matter how bad things were, a turn would inevitably come- as long as I did not give up. I was sure of it. But how much I had to suffer until change came! What a thorny heartbreaking road it was!"
* Pascal explains why he writes poetry. This reminded me of a poem by one of the greatest beatnik poets, Gregory Corso, whose real life and work anticipated hip-hop by half a century. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregory_Corso 
I MET THIS GUY WHO DIED

  For J.L.K. 

  We caroused 

     did the bars 

         became fast friends 

  He wanted me to tell him 

     what poetry was 

         I told him 

  Happy tipsy one night 

  I took him home to see my newborn child 

  A great sorrow overcame him 

  "O Gregory" he moaned 

          "you brought forth something to die" 

GREGORY CORSO

