VIVA L’ITALIA – RISPOSTE

http://newmedia.brooklyn.cuny.edu/vod/fgc/viva.l'italia.mp4 
.
What does the Pablo Neruda quote mean?


It’s a tribute to love and freedom. 

Love of freedom? 

The freedom of love?
Take your pick.

http://newmedia.brooklyn.cuny.edu/vod/fgc/viva.l'italia.mp4 
· Who was Italy liberated from on April 25, 1945?
The Fascist regime with Mussolini fell and Mussolini himself was executed in obscure circumstances.

Mussolini was prime minister when he joined Hitler in WWII. 
However, 1943 Italy had been partially invaded from the south by American troops (the Allies). Northern Italy was then invaded by German troops who supported Mussolini. Italy saw a civil war: troops loyal to Mussolini against the “partigiani,” the Resistance fighters, guerrilla bands that fought the Germans and Fascist in the north.

It was a mess.

25 aprile 1945 was the day of liberation, the end of WWII, when the Germans and the Fascist surrendered definitely to the Allies and the partisans. 

· The song was recorded in 1979. Francesco De Gregori smelled in the air a change that would materialize a couple of years later. 
Italy went through a terrifying decade, started in 1969. These were called the “years of lead” (as in the metal used for bullets), because of the heavy toll that terrorism took. 
Communist terrorist factions, like the Red Brigades, wanted to trigger a revolution and started targeting judges, politicians, journalists, and police officers hoping to provoke a right wing reaction that, in return, would cause people to rise up and rebel.
From the right, fascist and neonazi groups, with the help of secret services (Italian and of foreign countries) pursued a terrorist campaign made mostly of bombing in banks and trains, that cost hundreds of dead. They wanted to induce the majority of the population to demand the establishment of a police state, hoping in a dictatorship run by anti-communist forces.
In this tense political climate, accompanied by strikes, riots in the streets, organized take-overs of universities by student movements, the FIRST MAJOR TERRORIST EPISODE TOOK PLACE in Milan, on 12 dicembre 1969, when a bomb placed in a bank caused 13 dead.

It was a fascist plot, but the police arrested and framed a group of anarchists trying to blame “the left” for the violence. 
For its significance, it was and still is the Italian equivalent of 9/11.

On August 2, 1980, another Fascist bomb massacred 80+  people in the station of Bologna. It was one of the last episodes of the years of lead. Again, police and secret services managed to help out and then protect the assassins. 
The purpose was to strike in Bologna, one of the cities with the strongest anti-fascist sentiment in the country. In the video those are the photos of the dead.
De Gregory felt that the mood was changing, that Italy was coming out of the tunnel of horror and channeled the need to sing about the dignity of the Italian people who had gone through so much, and began to feel more optimistic about their own country.
So, he put together a list of  metaphors and mental images (by the way, I did the slide show, those images are my choice, not his) to represent the various aspects of a lifestyle and of a people who, in the end, still “resiste”, is still standing and didn’t give up.

You find poetic and romantic notions, like Italy of the waltzes and the caffe’, the places of old Italy, the coffee houses where the older generation gathers for daily rituals of coffee and cakes.
But it is also the Italy that has been betrayed by too many corrupt politicians
(Berlusconi. Do a google search entering Berlusconi and Ruby Rubacuori, to get an idea.)

Italy robbed, by politicians and wheeler dealers, by mafia and the Vatican (sorry, but it’s history, not propaganda).

Hit in the heart:  scandals, incompetence, crisis, corruption, that make Italy the butt of many jokes especially by other Europeans.

But most of all, the “strike to the heart” was the kidnapping and murder in 1978 aof Italy’s most important politician, Aldo Moro, ex prime minister and the statesman who wanted to help the Italian communist party sever its dependence on Russia by offering them to share power. 
He was killed by the Red Brigades, but it is now apparent that the Red Brigades had been infiltrated by secret services and manipulated into killing him to get rid of his policy of openness toward the left.

The Red Brigades used the slogan “colpire al cuore dello stato”, strike to the heart of the state.”

CEMENTO: Corruption and real estate speculation have despoiled some of the most beautiful spots of Italy, with downpour of concrete to build obscene hotels or apt buildings, financed by mafia money, with the support of corrupt politicians. That is assassination of Italy’s beauty.

Assassination by media: political campaigns that incited people to violence, that supported the terrorism of the Red Brigades or the Fascists. And in the middle, a very divisive media environment where political factions use friendly outlets to combat each other without mercy.

The “dry eyes’ in the dark nigh show the images of the body of Aldo Moro when he was found in the back of a car in a narrow street in central Rome. How did the Red Brigades move his body from a hid- out somewhere in the country side to the center city, when the entire country was in a state of siege, with road blocks every other intersection? Why run the risk to be found? Show of power?
Why half a garden and half a prison? The first image is from Lake Como, the little town of Menaggio, not far from where I grew up. Idyllic, picturesque, soft and indulgent. Just beautiful. 
But there also prisons like this ugly monster, Le Vele (the sails), designed by world renown architects, with the most advanced and progressive ideas for public housing that became the symbol of everything that’s wrong with mega projects, invented and abandoned to their own destiny, like the South Bronx used to be in the 70s in NY.

Italy on the moon? Why not, Italy that dreams, Italy half duty and half good luck (fatalistic fortuna): sometimes it helps to believe in luck. The “duty” slide is of one of the many many earthquakes that regularly shake up especially central Italy. And volunteers and first responders show up, even when the government fails to do its duty.
Italy that despairs and that falls in love. You can despair for a penalty kick by your greatest striker, the penalty kick that cost you the World championship, for instance. Wouldn’t you feel despair in that moment?
Who is in the picture for “l’Italia che si innamora” and why?

Another flash-in-the-pan politician, someone who seduces Italians for a few months, with promises of reformation and changing everything, and inevitably ends up hanging around for decades, mooching off like everybody else. 
To what does the “nuda come sempre” picture refer?

The social conflicts erupt to reveal that old problems are still there, that some things simply do not change because no matter what the forces of reaction and status quo are too strong. And, for the shouting and street demonstration, the naked truth always emerges at the end.

When I made the video, and until the coronovirus tragedy, the issue of refugees sailing to Italy seeking to escape poverty, wars and genocide, was at the center of the political struggle. The rightwing parties are totally anti immigrants and want to let them die at sea to discourage them from attempting to sail from North Africa (sounds familiar?)

The center left government is just trying to stay afloat, sometimes leaning toward principle and human rights, and sometimes adopting hard line policies  (that a couple of months later are no longer enforced, until the next big crisis, with new policies, and on and on and no). The final photos are those of immigrants who either died trying to reach Italy, or people who made it, on their own or rescued by coast guard.
And Italy, soldiers on, or, still stands, or ‘resiste’. 

The same is true these very days.
